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Why should not science benefit Agriculture? Its study will af-
ford all the pleasure, which the Roman orator claimed as the pe-
culiar property of literature ¢ Studia literarum,’’ says Cicero, ¢‘ado-
Jescentiam alunt, senectutem oblectant, secundas res ornant, adver-
sis profugiuim ac solativm prabent, delectant domi, non impediung
foris penoctant nobiscum perigrinantur, rusticantur,”*—whilst its
practice will give those comforts, which, though more homely,
yet cannot be supplied by mere literary studies. Its study affords
all the delights of literature, with the addition of the necessaries of
life. Farmers should not be mere hewers of wood and drawers of
water. l.et them know, not only the necessary elements of fer-
tility, but let them also understand how these act, in supporting
vegetable existence, and how mere matter is indispensable to that
funcuon of organigation, which we call life. Let them not look
upon the earth asa mere source of food, while living; a mere
place of repose when dead: but rather as a casket, whose treasures
they may obtain if they apply their minds to the investigation of its
formation. Let them seek to understand the properties of each
componeunt part of the soil, and it will be a volume of endless plea-
sure and instruction: then indeed will the toil, as well as ¢ the
sleep, of the laboring man be sweet,”’—for he can read “sermons
in stones,’”’ and see ¢ good in every thing.”” It has been the
peculiar province of science, ever to benefit the human race ; ever
to afford pleasure u its pursuit, and profit in its application ; to
lighten toil, to lessen labot, to assuage care; to relieve the wants
of the body; to supply the desires of the mind. It is to the mind,
what hope is to the affections, dispelling gloomn—and in the dark-
est hour, giving assurance of a brighter dawn. The student, in his
closet, demonstrates a principle—and, straightway, millious of his
felow creatures receive the benefit ; are blessed with its ad vantages;
and but too frequently, alas, bless not in retmin! The princi-
ples of science perfected the steam engine, giving life and beauty
to that, which before was only a crude misshapen mass - straight-
way nations used it, to multiply their comfort in a thousand ways!
Scientific knowledge in the hands of Archimedes, was a safeguard
to his countrymen, more powerful than walls of stone or armies of
Imen :—its power, with the same universality as death, is felt in the
hovel and feared in the palace :—its influence, equally potent to
relieve the sickness of the infant, and to stay the power of the
thunder-bolt. Let it not then be refused the Agriculturists. If he,
through misfortune, cannot obtaia it for himself, let the State, that
he supports with his labor, and defends with his life, supply it.
1.et bim but receive it, and the return will be, all blessings to her-
self, all benefits to him.

¥ Literature nourishes and strengthens our youth, affords delight
in old age, adorns prosperity, gives help and consolation in adver-
sity ; delighis us at bome, is not in our way when abroad ; gives
Fleasure to us at night, in our travels abroad, and wanderings at
ome, ~ ‘



